
New Year 
 

 
 

These are merely outline notes from which a series of messages 
at the turn of a new year were delivered to a group of jail inmates. 

 
 

 
A NEW COVENANT 
Lk 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. (1Co 11:25) 

 
Prophesied/described 
Jer 31:31-34 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the 
covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband 
to them," declares the LORD. "This is the covenant I will make with the house 
of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No 
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the 
LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," 
declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more." (Heb 8:8-12) 

 
Christ is its (only) mediator 
Dictionary definition: Intermediary; conciliator between persons or sides; one who settles by 
mediation, by bringing about conciliation; the medium for bringing about a result 
(reconciliation unto salvation), conveying an object (the Holy Spirit), and/or communicating 
information (the Gospel). 
 

Heb 9:15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance-now that he has died as a 
ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

1Ti 2:5-6 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men-the testimony given in 
its proper time. 

Heb 12:22-24a But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the 
living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. 
You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men 
made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, 
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We are its ministers 
2Co 5:18-20 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: 
Be reconciled to God. 

Mt 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age." 

1Pe 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms. 

2Co 3:4-6 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. Not that we are 
competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence 
comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant-
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 
A NEW TEACHING 
Acts 17:18-21 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some 

of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He 
seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was 
preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took 
him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, 
"May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? You are 
bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they 
mean." (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time 
doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) 

Act 5:21-28 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began 
to teach the people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they 
called together the Sanhedrin-the full assembly of the elders of Israel-and sent 
to the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find 
them there. So they went back and reported, "We found the jail securely 
locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we 
found no one inside." On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard 
and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this. Then 
someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the 
temple courts teaching the people." At that, the captain went with his officers 
and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that 
the people would stone them. Having brought the apostles, they made them 
appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. "We gave 
you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty* of this 
man's blood." 

 

* This is ultimately why Christianity is singled out for persecution/exclusion while other 
religions and teachings are tolerated - the others don’t expose or inform of our guilt before 
God.  Christianity imposes righteous accusation - and then the One and Only solution. 
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A NEW AND LIVING WAY 
Heb 10:19-25 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 

by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Heb 10:26-29 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and 
of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the 
law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who 
has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing 
the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit 
of grace? 

 

With confidence! 
Eph 3:12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence. 
1Jn 3:21-22 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before 

God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands 
and do what pleases him. 

1Jn 5:13-14 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

 
A NEW BATCH 
1Co 5:7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast-as you 

really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
 

Put aside/get rid of old ways of sin and corruption, rebellion and disobedience - you are new! 
 

Col 3:1-3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 

 
A NEW GARMENT/NEW SELF 
Lk 5:36 He told them this parable: "No one tears a patch from a new garment and 

sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, and the 
patch from the new will not match the old.  

 

Don’t attempt to patch up the old; don’t tear/waste the new. 
 

1Co 15:33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 
 

And don’t attempt to “season” or mix the old doctrine or way of life with some of the new. 
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We are clothed with Christ 
Gal 3:26-27 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
 

Put off the old self; take on a new attitude; put on a new self 
Eph 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, 

which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness. 

Col 3:5-10 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: 
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to 
each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have 
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator. 

 

Put on love over all 
Col 3:12-14 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 
A NEW COMMAND 
Jn 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another." 

 

Not “new” (Lev 19:18), but “new” because it was how the disciples were to be identified and 
known, and further, to make Christ and the gospel known to the world - it carried a new and 
more profound, eternal purpose. 
 

Jn 17:20-23 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. 

 

 
A NEW LIFE 
Act 5:17-28 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of 

the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put 
them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the 
doors of the jail and brought them out. "Go, stand in the temple courts," he 
said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life."  
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Rom 6:4-14 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we 
will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin- because anyone who has died 
has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, 
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same 
way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not 
offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; 
and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For 
sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

2Pe 2:19b for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 
 
A NEW CREATION 
2Co 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come! 
2Co 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
 
A NEW BIRTH 
1Pe 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 

he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade-kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Jn 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again." 

Jn 3:5-7 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must 
be born again.' 

 
"I AM MAKING EVERYTHING NEW!" 
Rev 21:3-5a And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 

with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away." He who was seated on the throne said, "I am 
making everything new!" 
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A NEW HOPE 
Rev 21:5b-7 Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." He 

said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the 
water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and 
he will be my son. 

1Jn 2:14b I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives 
in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 

Rev 12:11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

1Jn 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one 
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

1Jn 5:4-5 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only 
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Lk 10:19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

Jn 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 

Rev 17:14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them 
because he is Lord of lords and King of kings-and with him will be his called, 
chosen and faithful followers." 

Rev 2:7b To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is 
in the paradise of God. 

Rev 2:11b He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
Rev 2:17b To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give 

him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who 
receives it. 

Rev 2:26-28 To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over 
the nations- 'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces 
like pottery'- just as I have received authority from my Father. I will also give 
him the morning star. 

Rev 3:5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his 
name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father 
and his angels. 

Rev 3:12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again 
will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from 
my God; and I will also write on him my new name. 

Rev 3:21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as 
I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

 

Eph 3:20-21 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Jude 24-25 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy- to the only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before 
all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 
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